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Santa Fe 3450, 4-6-4, heading a passenger train at Terpoco, 
just East of Pinole, October 18, 1947, - Fred Il. Matthews Jr. 


Number 1 The Western Railroader issue no. 157 


Vol 
lume 16 For the Western Railfan Novenber, 1952 














Francis A, Guid 
Subscription: Ten Issues for a Dollar Editor-Publisher 











Over the Editor’s Trainsheet 


This issue markes the first Santa Fe steam trip in North- 
ern California since the Cal-Nevada's first trip in 1937, It 
also was a Sierra Railroad trip to Toulumne and was the second 
railfan trip on the Pacific Coast, Cal-Nevada had cooperat- 
ed with the first railfan trip earlier the same year when the 
Railway & Locomotive Historical Society ran a trip over the 
Southern Pacific and Nevada County Narrow Gauge. While- some 
personalities have clashed during the past fifteen years, the 
railfan movement in Northern California has prospered through 
efforts to cooperate, 


The History of the San Francisco and San Joaquin Valley 
Railway depended for its facts upon two books on the history 
of the Santa Fe which your editor would like to recomend for 
reading by anyone interested in the Santa Fe: 

"Santa Fe, The Railroad That Built an Empire” by James 
Marshall, Random House, N.Y., 1945 

"Steel Trails to Santa Fe" by L. L. Waters, University 
of Kansas Press, Lawrence Kansas, 1950, 


“NEXT TIME, TRY THE TRAIN“ 


CORRECTIONS [Eastern readers hastened to advise that D&ReGW is 
not the last narrow gauge paseenger line, but the 
East Broad Top Railroad in Pennsylvania is still offering ser- 
vice, Also former San Diego street car 1043 while previously 
Third Avenue Railway 436 was originally Metropolitan Street 
Railway and later New York Railways and New York & Ilarlem k.R.. 
A clarification of the Fruit Grower's situation at Hall's 
Flat is that the line has been in the process of scrapping for 
the past few years. The scrapper used Fruit Grower's 105 for 


a time and scrapped it. LEx-Clover Valley #11, shay, was brought 


in by the scrapper and has recently also been scrapped. 












sy 


s just out, and we know that no one has that one. The four new booklets are: 
INTERURBAN SPECIALS 


with 13 pictures, complete all time roster, and 2 small maps. 


Pac. N.W. Trac. 250 


We have published four trolley booklets this summer. You may have some of 
these already, but we are sending this card to eve ; Since the fourth book is 


Portsmouth (N.H.) Electric Railway, by O. R. Cummings 50e 


N.Y.State Railways PICTORIAL, by Shelden S. King 606¢ 
Fine publications a sequel to his first booklet on the same company ; this contains 76 pictures with 
on western electric only a few pages of text, including a complete roster of cars in Rochester. 
railroads. Garden State Trolley Pictures by Stephen D. Maguire 7 


is another picture booklet, about 80% being from N.J. and 20% fi N.Y 
Denver & Int. $1.00 Also a complete list of N.J. trolley lines, with dates of oo as peal 








The Royal Blue Line (Rochester & Sodus Bay) by W.R.Gord 1,00 
S.P.(Portland) 1.00 is our most ambitious publishing venture ral hg Large ino, (Otgxil) with 
P.E. Roster 1.50 more than 70 illustrations, large map, roster ,cover di ted fessional 





Sacramento No. 


2.00 
La Ry history 2.00 All prices are postpaid. All four books may be obtained for $2.60 postpaid. 
LA Ry roster 1.50 











Ira Swett appearing in these books (if the pictures are his own) for 10c per print. 
1416 S. Westmoreland Felix E. Reifschneider P. O. Box 774 Orlando, Florid 
S Angeles 6, Calif a 


: - yap 
artist, and printed on heavy paper. Story told in interesting, anecdotal style. 


Steve Maguire (802 10th Ave., Belmar, N.J.) will furnish prints of all pictures 
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San Francisco & San Joaquin Valley Railway #1, "Claus Spreck- 
els’, 4-6-0, From the collection of Ken Kidder 


"THE VALLEY ROAD" 





The present Santa Fe line from San Francisco down the San 
Joaquin Valley was origninally built by the San Francisco & San 
Joaquin Valley Railroad. It was an independant road bailt to 
break the S.P, monopoly of Northern California traffic. 

This was back befbre the Western Pacific had also entered 
the picture and and shippers were at the mercy of the rates and 
service that the S.P. choose to give. Blocked at every turn 
the shippers joined battle in 1895 to build a railroad from 
Stockton to Bakersfield thence to join the Santa Fe at Mojave 
for an alternate route east. 

A meeting of the Traffic Association on January 22, 1895 
is credited with the birth of the line with Claus Spreckels 
heading the subscription list. On February 25th of the same 
year papers for the incorporation of the San Francisco and San 
Joaquin Valley Railway were filed. 

Money raising for the line was by popular subscription and 
blanks were printed in the newspapers and house to house can- 
vasscs were made in towns along the proposed line, Trips were 
run over the proposed route (over SP tracks!) to raise money. 

The first rails came ashore in Stockton on July 7, 1895 
from the steamer Washtenaw from New York consisting of 2000 tons 
of 625 pound rails, Two windjamners with 10,000 tons more were 
scheduled for September. 

Arrangements were made for water shipments from Stockton 
down the San Joaquin River and across San Francisco Bay to 
San Francisco. On July 22, 1895 the first construction was 
started in Stockton, and the line opened to Fresno on October 
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5, 1896, The first train was headed by #50, a Baldwin 4-4-0, 
hauling six new coaches and two’combination cars-painted yellow 
with silver and black lettering. The new engine, just out 

of the shops, reportedly hit a mile-a-minute after leaving 
stockton at 8:07 a.m. to make the 21 miles to Escalon in 21 
minutes, 

The whole San Joaquin valley turned out to see the first 
train and frequent stops were made to show-off the cars and 
engine, Fresno was reached at 1:30 pm, and prades, bands, 
fireworks, speaches, banquets followed, The trains on the 
valley road were called the "“Emancipator" by farmers and shipp- 
ers who saw in the line an end to S.P. domination, 

Hanford, 30 miles south of Fresno saw its first train on 
May 21, 1897, Visalia was reached September 9 of the same 
year and the line was opened to Bakersfield May 27, 1898. 

For the moment construction ended, Traffic was concentrat- 
ed on bringing freight to the San Francisco Bay shipping ports 
for water shipment east. Some 58 miles over the Tehachapi 
Mountains blocked the connection with the Santa Fe. 

The Valley Road was not a great financial successes to its 
investors, but the real objective was to reduce rates and this 
purpose was achieved, Steps were taken to prevent the SP from 
buging the controlling interest and a voting trust was establis- 
hed to prevent sale to or cooperation with the S.P.. 

On the other hand, merger with the Santa Fe was not frown- 
ed upon--in fact leaders looked forward to eventual sale. in 
1898 the deal was made and the Santa Fe took over. Chief Eng- 
inteerW. B, Storey, Jr., who later went on to become president 
of the Santa Fe, had surveyed several routes over the Tehachapi 
Mountains, but the Santa Fe was able to work out a deal with 


the S.P. to lease trackage rights between Kern Junction, just 
south of Bakersfie ld, to Mojave. 

The Santa Fe looked forward to a railroute to San Francisco, 
but ten miles of tule swamp and two mountain ranges faced rail 
builders on the 77 miles between Stockton and the East Bay. The 
swamp took five dredges working 22 hours a day a year to throw 
up an embankment, canals were dredged on each side of the 
proposed line, As material was removed it was piled high in 
the middle to form a base of 100 to 130 feet. Clay and sand 
were added after the water had drained out and the top had 
dried. Layers of tule plants alternated the layers and sparks 
occasionally ignited the highly imflammable peat foundation, but 
the embankment held and the crossing was made, 

The mountains caused the construction of one of the long- 
est tunnels on the Santa Fe, The Franklin Tunnel between Glen 
Fraser and Christie is 5560 feet long. While tunnelling was 
uneventful the sarrounding earth absorbed moisture and swelled. 
Side pressure broke timbers iike matches and long before the 
headings met on July 6, 1899, parts had to be retimbered, 
chief engineer even suggested abandonment of the tunnel and 
the use of switchbacks, but the job was completed and finished. 

The line was finally completed to a deepwater terminal at 
Richmond and on May 1, 1900 freight operatiens began over the 
new line, Passenger service started July 1, 1900 and on July 
6, 1900 the ferry, “Ocean Wave" left the Ferry Building at the 
foot of Market Street in San Francisco with the first passen- 
gers for direct Santa Fe service between San Francisco and 
Chicago. 

The trip across the bay to the old Tiburon Ferry slip at 
Richmond took 40 minutes . The first eastbound train cousis- 
ted of a baggage car, three coaches, a mail car and a Pullman 
headed by engine 250, a 4-6-0 built by Dickson, 

To reach Berkeley and Oakland the Santa Fe purchased the 
right of way of the narrow-gauge California-Nevada Railroad 
into Emeryville, The First train over this line reached the 
"40th & San Pablo" depot May 16, 1904. 
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*Santa Fe engines on temporary assignment to subsidiary line 


deta from R&LIIS BULLETIN No. 75, Locomotives of the Atchinson, 
opeka & Santa Fe Railway System, by Sylvan R. Wood, 
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SANTA FE TO SAN FRANCISCO 


Dispite the opening of service to "40th & San Pablo" on 
May 16, 1904, the Santa Fe continued to use the Richmond 
Ferry for San Francisco passengers, A local service was 
run on the line between Richmond and Emeryville which used 
a McKeen gas car for a time. 

The-Santa Fe ferry "Ocean Wave" which had been built at 
Portland, Oregon, in 1891 and which had-been used by the 
Ilwaco Railway & Transportation Company, was supplemented in 
1900 by the ferry "San Pablo" which the Santa Fe had built 
to order at the Union Iron Works in San Francisco. It had 
some faults which were not repeated when the Santa Fe buili 
the "San Pedro" at the Union Iron Works in 1911. With the 
coming of the "San Pedro" the "Ocean Wave" was retired though 
its hulk remained on the Bay for many years following. 

The Santa Fe and Southern Pacific got together with the 
Western Pacific in joint use of the Oakland Pier in 1933 to 
eliminate duplicating ferry service and the Santa Fe boats 
made their last run on April 22, 1933. Trains ran over 
the California-Nevada line to 40th Street where a connect- 
ion with the S.P. was made, 

The use of Oakland Pier continued until 1939 when the 
Bay Bridge made possible bus connections between 40th and 
San Pablo (actually no such intersection exists} and a down- 
town San Francisco terminal, 

The "San Pablo and "San Pedro” were stored at Richmond 
until 1937 when the "San Pablo” was scrapped and the "San 
Pedro" was later sold to the Key System for Treasure Island 
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SANTA FE IN SAN FRANCISCO 


During the promotion of the San Francisco & San Joaquin 
Valley Railway Claus Spreckels persuaded the State Legislat- 
ure to give the line the right to develope some mud flats 
just south of SP's Third & Townsend known as China Basin. 
The Santa Fe Terminal Company of California was incorporated 
in 1899 to do the job of reclamination, A seawall had to be 
built, the basin filled, sips erected, and tracks laid, Over 
four million cubic yards of rock were used in addition to 
large quantities of mud, Trouble was encountered in secur- 
ing a-substantial foundation for the slip. It sagged three 
times, and finally a new and more satisfactory location had 
to be selected. 

The road was credited with 0.53 miles of tine, ali in 
San Francisco,and one locomotive. Engine #1 was built by 
Baldwin in 1900 (#17333) and was an 0-4-0T (17x24-51-1000000- 
160-18800) It was later Santa Fe 2419 and was used as a shop 
goat at Needles. The line was conveyed to the Santa Fe in 
1912. 


THE OAKDALE BRANCII The Santa Fe's Oakdale branch from River- 
bank to Oakdale was built by the Qakdale 
Western Railroad Company incorporated June 24, 1904, The 
6.30 mile line was opened for operation December 19, 1904, 
by the Santa Fe which operates the line under lease. 
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SIERRA RAILAZOAD's new mallet, 738, at Oakdale on September 1, 
1952. The Sierra added new cylinder covers, a new nunber 
plate, a coat of paint and new lettering. The 738 went into 
regular service August 27th. On September 28 it was out of 
service for repairs, but was expected back in service for the 
October 19th trip. -- Photo by Al Rose 
SIERRA RAILROAD Up until abandonment 
of passenger service 
on the S.P. east side line the Sierra 
Railroad operated mixed service daily 
to Tuolunne, The Angeles Branch was 
gone by 1937, but the 1935 scicdule 
from a Santa Fe timctable shows both 
lines, The Sierra train connectcd 
with the S.P. train and it is not known 
by this writer if Santa Fe ever had any regular train connect- 
ion with the Sierra for passencer service, The only passenger 
train run over the Oakdale branch to this writer's knowledge 
was the Cal-Nevada special of 1937, 
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SOUTHERN PACIFIC 3025 recently donated by the S.P. to-the City 
of Los Angeles Park & Recreation Department for a "Travel Town" 
being set up in Griffith Park which will display many trans- 
portation vehicles of various times. Shown here at Taylor 
Shops it was trucked from Glendale Station to Griffith Park on 
a truck and semi-trailer, 


TIDEWATER SOUTITERN The Tidewater Southern Railroad filed its 
application September 2nd to abandon the 
southern portion of the Ililmar branch from Chemurgic to Ililmar, 
seven miles, The railroad stated only 55 cars were shipped 
over this portion of the railroad last year, : 





SANTA FE LOCALS GET GAS CAR” Santa Fe gas motor M-181 is being 

brought back from Chicago for use 
on Los Angeles-San Bernardino local trains #42 and /45 via Pas- 
adena, The move will release one jeep (diesel) and 2 standard 
cars for other service, 





SANTA FE BORROWS S.P. ENGINE Southern Pacific mogul] 1746 was 

borrowed by the Santa Fe on Oct- 
ober llth for a special train at !lermosa Beach heading an old- 
time train consisting of R.K.O. studio's ex-V&T wooden, open- 
end coaches, - Whitmeyer 





LOST One small 0-4-0T standard gauge from Pacific Fruit Lxp- 
ress at Roseville, California, Information wanted, 


LUMBER RAILROAD RUMORS The Arcata & Mad River is looking for 
another engine, The two shays are not 
approved for common carrier work and a spare for #12 is being 
sought. Caspar, South Fork & Eastern #7, 2-6-6-2 is being 
considered, 

Camino, Placerville & Lake Tahoe Railroad is looking for 
a replacement for #1, shay, which is due for retirement, The 
#5 of the Feather River Railroad, another shay, was consider- 
ed, but it looks like a diesel may be purchased. 

Diamond & Caldor Railway may not run in 1953 as the State 
Safety Commission is demanding that the line install automatic 
couplers. The company is running out of timber and may just 
tear up the narrow gauge line, They are building a standard 
gauge diesel for switching in the Caldor yards which are al- 
ready three-rail, -- Jack Gibson 
The Western Railroader @ Page Eight 
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END OF BRIDGE RATIWAY FEARED 


Complete abandonment of train service across 
the San Francisco-Oakland Bay Bridge was feared 
following notification of Oakland city officials 
that the Key System (National City Lines controlled ) 
that it would apply to the State Public Utilities 
Commission for permission to abandon train service 
on the A and B lines which constitute 43% of trans- 
bay train service. The notice was required under 
Key's franchise in Oakland, the other lines being 
in Piedmont and Berkeley do not require such prior 
notification. As yet the formal application has 
not been filed, but it is expected that some oppos- 
ition will be made. Some of the Key transbay units 
went up for sale following the cut-back of the A 
line and apparently Key System feels that a market 
exists for the whole 88 units. 


S.N. DIESEL PASSENGER TRAIN A three car train of 
W.eP. coaches hauled by 
a Sacramento Northern diesel operated between Oro- 
ville Junction and Sacremento 10/29/52 for SN and WP 
employees to attend a dinner in Sacramento. The MW- 
302 ran from Pittsburg to Oakland 10/30/52 for SN 
employees to a company dinner in Oakland. "Operat- 
ion Nosebag" is a regular affair for Western Pacific 
employees. Bay Area Electric's car 751 has been 
moved from Chico to Broderick (near Sacramento) and 
may be used on the trip to Vacaville 12/6/52. 
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EXCURSION NEWS 





November 23 =- Central Coast party trip over the Stoctk- 
ton Terminal & Eastern. Write to Jack 
Gibson, 23 Pleusant St., Los Gatos, California. 





November 27-30 "Grand Circle Tour" L.A. to Reno via 
SP thence via WP to Westwood and down 














the Feather River to Sacramento, via SP to LA. See 
Pacific R.R. Society, PO Box 5279, Metropolitan Sta. 
Los Angeles 55, Calif.. For Bay Area connections 
write Cal-Nevada c/o Don Hedgpeth, Jr., 1201 - 29th 
Ave., San Francisco, Calif. 





























December 6 Sacramento Northern to Vacaville by Bay 
Area Electric. Fare $6.50 up to 12/}; 
$7.50 on trip. last chance to ride the "Ramon". 
Write: Victor DuBrutz, 31} - 15th St., Oakland 12, 





January 25 Tentitive date for SN trip on electric 
lines in and around Sacramento. 





1953 PLANS’ In April Cal-Nevada and R&IHS plan a trip 

over the W.P. and Feather River Railroad 
to Feather Falls. In May the R&IHS plans a trip ova 
the NWP and Cal-Western to Ranch. In June a Cal-Nevaca 
and R&LHS trip via S.P. and long Bell Lumber Company 
is planned in conjunction with the "Railroad Days" at 
Dunsmuir. 


EDITORIAL It is indeed unfortunate that the delay in 
schedule, plus the food situation and tte 
break-wown of Sierra #38 all came at once to plague tte 
"Toulumne Chief", but there are so many factars to thcs 
items that it is unjust to blame any one individual or 
group. It might be well to say, however, that Cal- 
Nevada has never practiced "ticket control" and dispite 
past experience failed to provide a check on ticket 
sales with the result that the trip was oversold. I 
trust that for the sake of the general reputation of 
railfan trips that some new system be adopted. Their 
trins are too good to be spoiled by overcrowding. 
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SANTA FE RAIL CAR IN SERVICE Car M-181, newly equ- 

ipped with a diesel 
motor, went into service on trains 42 and 45 (L.A.- 
Sen Bernardino via Pasadena) 10/23/52. The car is 
reputed to be too small for the service and a train 
has been seen on the run at least once since it went 
into service. = Jack Whitmeyer 





RUMOR DEPARTMENT Don't be too suprized if a railroai 
strike developes--over Union Shop. 





WWMBER RAIIROAD REVIEW The Arcata & Mad River has 

turned down Caspar #7---the7; 
are now looking around Bend, Oregon fa@ an engine. 
Caspar South Fork & Eastern #2 has been given a roof 
ad railing around it by the State Park service who 
ylan to maintain it for an exhibit. It is on Park 
service property on the road from Caspar to Willits. 
The Robert Dollar Lumber Company at Glendale, Oregon, 
has purchased Loraine Valley Lumber #3, 2-6-2T wood 
burner. They also have a wood-burning shay. The 
ox-SP 4-8-0 reportedly sold to the Dollar Lumber is 
not to be found on the property. A disposal sale 
of the Cowell Portland Cememt Company resulted in the 
sales of the standard gauge engine and the } mene 
gauge engines to dealers. ni Bond $ 

Men eure, 

(DDS AND ENDS OF NEW San Francisco Muni work car 

0915, a two-end cab flat, 
vas used to carry an old-time fire engine as a bond 
issue float. 15-17 PCC's were promised, but also 
ubandonment of the B, C ami J lines. LA Transit 
lines’ line car 9350 was seen working on the 5 and 7 
lines during September--rare since trucks took over. 


CAN YOU TOP THIS? Most railfans are quite proud of 
_the Southern Pacific's steam com- 
mute service between San Francisco & San Jose, espec- 
lally the elewen or mare 90-foot coaches hauled by a 
lountain or Daylight type engine. The two-car 
tains on Saturday are the oddity though at one time 
tefore World War II they were quite common. 
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